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Tuesday 28 September 2021 

The Royal Opera House celebrates Design Challenge winners, and 

welcomes 24 schools for first Schools’ Matinee 

• 1380 students welcomed for first Schools’ Matinee of the Season, and given the 

chance to perform with the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House 

• Winners of 10th annual Design Challenge celebrated in prizegiving event  

• For more information about Schools’ Matinees, please visit ROH Learning 

Platform - Schools' Matinees 

• For more information about the Design Challenge, please visit ROH Learning 

Platform - Design Challenge (FE/HE) 

On Friday, the Royal Opera House opened its doors to students, holding the first Schools’ Matinee of the 

new Season, and hosting a special prizegiving ceremony to celebrate winners of the 10th annual Design 

Challenge. Both initiatives form part of a wider strategy to engage, inspire and educate a new generation.  

From 11:30 am, 1380 students were welcomed into the building to watch a performance of Mozart’s The 

Magic Flute – performed exclusively to schools from around the country. For the first time ever, to 

celebrate the return of the programme, pupils attending the production were invited to sing with both 

the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House and the Royal Opera Chorus shortly before the start of the second 

act. Conductor Richard Hetherington led a rehearsal prior to curtain-up and digital learning resources 

were made available in advance. Over 24 schools were in attendance — including three Special Educational 

Needs and Disability schools, five schools from our Trailblazer programme in Thurrock, and participants 

of ROH Design Challenge. Two of those schools travelled over 80 miles to attend, supported by travel 

grants. 

Across the Season, over 10,000 pupils aged 5 – 18 are expected to attend Schools’ Matinees at the Royal 

Opera House. The programme – which features six stunning productions from the ROH’s first full Season 

since 2019 – is designed to introduce a younger generation to the best of ballet and opera, forming an 
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integral part of the Royal Opera House’s mission to inspire new audiences and diversify the future of our 

art forms. Over 298 schools, the majority state-funded, have applied to date.  

 

That same evening, the Royal Opera House held a prizewinning event for winners of the Design Challenge 

– a competition open to anyone studying Art and Design from GCSE up to Foundation Degree level. 

Intended to introduce students to the array of offstage careers in theatre, the challenge encourages those 

that take part to try their hand designing sets, costumes, hair, wigs, makeup or a marketing campaign. 

Students taking part research, reflect on, and produce prototypes for their chosen abstract, and then relay 

the narrative of the process in a 90-minute portfolio pitch.  

This year’s prizegiving event, in the Linbury Foyer, celebrated the Challenge’s 2020 and 2021 winners – 

tasked with creating designs for La bohème, Carmen, or Frederick Ashton’s The Dream. Work by all 

finalists was seen and scrutinized by judging panels of professional designers and creatives at the ROH, 

and award-winners in each category were announced nationally.  

Jillian Barker, Director of Learning and Participation, said: 

“On Friday, the Royal Opera House was full of over 1300 young people, many of whom were experiencing 

world-class opera for the first time. The mass singalong brought the house down, and the performance 

ended with an incredible standing ovation. 

It was also extraordinarily inspiring to see the work produced by budding young designers, and I am 

thrilled that we had the opportunity to not only introduce them to the production teams at the Royal 

Opera House, but also celebrate their astonishing achievements with an exhibition. Both the Design 

Challenge and Schools’ Matinees programme are at the very core of our commitment to widening access 

to our art forms and inspiring creativity in the next generation. It is a real pleasure to see first-hand the 

breadth of talent that students across the country will no doubt bring to future productions here.” 

Schools’ Matinees are supported by The Taylor Family Foundation and The Gerald and Gail Ronson 

Family Foundation 



All primary school matinees are fully booked, but secondary school applications are still open. Visit ROH 

Learning Platform - Schools' Matinees for more information. 

 

ENDS 

*** 

Winners of the 2020 Design Challenge 

Martha Dawson Secondary Costume 2020 

Monmouth School for 

Girls 

Andrew Blake Secondary Set 2020 North Herts College 

Nellie Yarrow Davies Secondary Costume 2021 Eastbourne College 

Marcus Skyrme Secondary Costume 2021 Eastbourne College 

Henry Bryan Director's Choice- Set 2020 Greenhead College  

Echo Goddard Director's Choice- Set 2021 East Sussex College 

Siobhan Gorman Gordon FE Costume Winner 2020 City of Liverpool College 

Gabriele Dulskaite FE Costume Highly Com 2020 Havering College  

Taylor Cable FE Costume Winner 2021 Harlow College 

Elizabeth Shelbourne FE Costume Highly Com 2021 City of Liverpool College 

Charlotte Dance FE Set Winner 2020 East Sussex College 

Ryley Ormond FE Set Highly Com 2020 East Sussex College 

Trinity Bird FE Set Winner 2021 East Sussex College 

Emily Billings FE Set Highly Com 2021 Uxbridge College  

Tyra Hartman FE Marketing Winner 2020 E15 Acting School 

Betty Taylor FE Marketing Highly Com 2020 East Sussex College 

George Trant FE Marketing Winner 2021 East Sussex College 

Robyn Wisker-Stilling FE Marketing Highly Com  2021 North Herts College 

Rachel Coates HE Marketing winner 2021 E15 Acting School 

Alice Simkins Hair Wigs MU Winner 2021 North Herts College 
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Henry Colley LOCKDOWN set winner 2020 

Simon Langton Grammar 

School for Boys 

Lily Hanna LOCKDOWN Costume winner 2020 n/a 

Max O'Hara 

LOCKDOWN Costume Highly 

commended 2020 

Simon Langton Grammar 

School for Boys 

 

 

*** 

Upcoming Schools’ Matinee Performances 

 

Primary Schools 

Giselle: 5 November 2021, 12:30 – 15:50 

The Nutcracker: 7 December 2021, 12:30 – 14:50 

Swan Lake: 10 May 2022, 12:00 – 15:00 

 

Secondary Schools 

Romeo and Juliet: 24 February 2022, 12:30 – 15:30 

La traviata: 1 April 2022, 11:30 – 15:00 

 

*** 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

Further information about Schools’ Matinee performances can be found at: ROH Learning Platform - 

Schools' Matinees 

Further information about the Design Challenge can be found at: ROH Learning Platform - Design 

Challenge (FE/HE) 

Images can be downloaded from the following link: 

 

https://royaloperahouse.wetransfer.com/downloads/fcd96772c2b85584cf757d578ad65b0a20210928

095958/f058e5c1018831527f596ab872b4ef7520210928095958/ad4d77 
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About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length and 

breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and opera. The 

programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a curriculum-linked 

national schools programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in and around our iconic 

Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially designed to broaden 

participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the work its dedicated staff 

are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

About The Royal Ballet  

Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-class 

performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the Royal 

Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers with a 

world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and creative teams 

to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The Company’s 

extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by Founder 

Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the compelling new 

canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne McGregor and Artistic 

Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary programming in the Linbury 

Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh 

Schecter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the Company. 

About The Royal Opera  

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 

Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 

theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for 

commissioning new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George Benjamin, Harrison 

Birtwistle, Mark- Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès.  

About the Royal Opera House 
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Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move and excite; that transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in 

London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 

touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Since closing our doors due to the global pandemic in March 2020, the Royal Opera House continued to 

bring together the world's most extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse 

programme, made up of nine live concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas), 38 streamed 

productions and a suite of online content that has been viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries, 

together with a suite of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts and Netflix and a host of 

online home learning opportunities wherever you are in the country.  

We are hugely excited to welcome people back to our theatres as soon as possible, showcasing the very 

best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. We would like to 

thank everyone who continues to support our creative community as we get closer to re-opening our 

doors once again. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

 Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 

stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 

Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our 

artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 

 

 


