
   
 

   
 

                                                                         

 

Press Release  

Thursday 10 February 2022 

 

This March, enjoy The Royal Opera’s Rigoletto in one of  
over 700 cinemas around the world 

 
• Watch the trailer here 

• More information at roh.org.uk/cinemas   

This March, join The Royal Opera for Rigoletto, broadcast from London to 779 cinemas in 17 countries 

across the world. 

Verdi’s masterpiece, featuring immediately recognisable music conducted here by Music Director of The 

Royal Opera Antonio Pappano, is a tragic story of vengeance, set in a pitiless world of luxurious 

decadence, corruption and social decay. The production – starring world-renowned baritone Carlos 

Álvarez in the title role, internationally celebrated soprano Lisette Oropesa as Gilda, and acclaimed tenor 

Liparit Avetisyan as the Duke of Mantua – premiered last year at the Royal Opera House, London, to great 

acclaim, opening the 2021/22 Season and receiving standing ovations and 5-star reviews. Critics, 

commending ‘signature command’ by Pappano (Evening Standard), and ‘utterly compelling’ 

interpretations by an ‘outstanding cast’ (The Guardian, The Times), were overwhelmingly positive.  The 

production is Oliver Mears’ first since becoming Director of The Royal Opera in 2017. 

Rigoletto was performed, and filmed, in September 2021. It will be screened in over 700 cinemas on 

Thursday 10 March 2022 – the same month that the opera first premiered in a sold-out La Fenice, over 

170 years ago – and will receive encore screenings from Sunday 13 March 2022.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hot-irgPhEs
http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
https://www.standard.co.uk/culture/opera/rigoletto-at-the-royal-opera-house-review-antonio-pappano-carlos-alvarez-oliver-mears-b955157.html
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2021/sep/14/royaloperahouse-rigoletto-review-oropesa-mears-alvarez-avetisyan-pappano
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rigoletto-review-thrilling-new-production-opens-the-royal-opera-season-vggwch2vx


   
 

   
 

The ROH cinema programme launched in 2008 and has, since then, brought world-class opera and ballet 

to audiences around the world. This year, 6 major works from our 2021/22 Season are being broadcast to 

cinemas around the world, offering audiences the best seat in the house for each performance, and 

including exclusive behind-the-scenes footage, interviews, and rehearsal insights. The programme forms 

an integral part of our plan to secure our future, expand audiences and help facilitate the vital recovery 

of cinema domestically and internationally. 

Oliver Mears, Director of The Royal Opera, said: 

‘It was hugely exciting to work with Antonio Pappano and to open the Royal Opera House’s 2021/22 

Season – its first full Season since 2019 – with a brand-new production of Rigoletto. Verdi's opera has 

remained a firm favourite since its triumphant premiere in 1851, and it is a real pleasure to be able to 

share it, in full splendour, with audiences beyond Covent Garden and across the world this year.’ 

The Royal Opera Cinema Season will also include a live broadcast of La traviata, scheduled for Wednesday 

13 April 2022. For more information, and to book, please visit roh.org.uk/cinemas. 

 

ENDS 

*** 

Cast 

Rigoletto: Carlos Álvarez 

Duke of Mantua: Liparit Avetisyan 

Gilda: Lisette Oropesa 

Sparafucile: Brindley Sherratt 

Giovanna: Kseniia Nikolaieva 

Marullo: Dominic Sedgwick 

Borsa: Egor Zhuravskii 

Count Ceprano: Blaise Malaba 

 

The opera will last approximately 3 hours and 5 minutes with one interval.  

*** 

http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/carlos-alvarez
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/liparit-avetisyan
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/lisette-oropesa
http://www.roh.org.uk/people/brindley-sherratt
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/kseniia-nikolaieva
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/dominic-sedgwick
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/egor-zhuravskii
https://www.roh.org.uk/people/blaise-malaba


   
 

   
 

 

THE 2021/2022 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE CINEMA SEASON: 

  

The Royal Ballet 

THE NUTCRACKER 

Live: Thursday 9 December 2021, 7:15 pm 

Encore: Sunday 12 December 2021, 2pm 

  

The Royal Opera 

TOSCA 

Live: Wednesday 15 December 2021, 7:15 pm 

Encore: Wednesday 19 January 2022, 7:15 pm 

  

The Royal Ballet 

ROMEO AND JULIET 

Special Screening: Monday 14 February 2022, 7:15 pm (performed on 3 February 2022) 

Encore: Sunday 20 February 2022, 2pm 

  

The Royal Opera 

 RIGOLETTO 

Anniversary Screening: Thursday 10 March 2022, 7:15 pm (performed in September 2021) 

Encore: Sunday 13 March 2022, 2 pm 

  

The Royal Opera 

LA TRAVIATA 

Live: Wednesday 13 April 2022, 6:45 pm 

Encore: Sunday 17 April 2022, 2 pm 

  

The Royal Ballet 



   
 

   
 

SWAN LAKE 

Live: Thursday 19 May 2022, 7:15 pm 

Encore: Sunday 22 May 2022, 2 pm 

*** 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

Further information about the Royal Opera House Cinema Season can be found at: roh.org.uk/cinemas 

 

Full cinema trailer can be found on YouTube 

The Rigoletto trailer can be found on YouTube 

Images can be downloaded here 

  

PRESS CONTACT 

Hattie Hafenrichter: Hattie.Hafenrichter@roh.org.uk | Special Projects Communications Officer   

Chloe Westwood:  chloe.westwood@roh.org.uk | Opera Press Lead   

  

*** 

About The Royal Opera 

The Royal Opera, under the artistic direction of Antonio Pappano, Music Director, and Oliver Mears, 

Director of Opera, is one of the world’s leading opera companies. Based in the iconic Covent Garden 

theatre, it is renowned both for its outstanding performances of traditional opera and for commissioning 

new works by today’s leading opera composers, such as George Benjamin, Harrison Birtwistle, Mark- 

Anthony Turnage and Thomas Adès. 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera 

House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and 

performances that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in London’s 

Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through touring 

partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 

extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed 

concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our 

archives. This programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In 

addition, the ROH presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee 

http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
http://roh.org.uk/cinemas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWq-dZxMUE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VWq-dZxMUE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hot-irgPhEs
https://royaloperahouse.wetransfer.com/downloads/38ef8b3195b7f4e4ed7ded9f0a09d10a20220107112716/81e7f1214cdd968df3e548b2df29531d20220107112716/f9258d
mailto:ben.oliver@roh.org.uk
mailto:chloe.westood@roh.org.uk


   
 

   
 

TV and Netflix, and a programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 

1 billion times over the course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to be welcoming people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, 

showcasing the very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 

Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our stages, 

backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts 

organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from Government 

takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to 

our stages. roh.org.uk/donate 

 


