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#WorldBalletDay 2021 
Join the world’s top ballet companies for biggest-ever global 

celebration of dance 
 

• Free digital live stream on 19 October 

• #WorldBalletDay collaborates with TikTok for the first time 

• Watch via www.worldballetday.com 
 
Today, The Royal Ballet, Bolshoi Ballet and The Australian Ballet are delighted to announce that 

#WorldBalletDay 2021 will take place on 19 October.  The global celebration returns for its eighth 

year, bringing together a host of the world’s leading companies for a packed day of dance.  

 

Over the course of the day, rehearsals, discussions and classes will be streamed for free across 6 
continents, offering unique behind-the-scenes glimpses of ballet’s biggest stars and upcoming 
performers.  
 

                         
 
With COVID-19 guidelines changing daily across the globe, dance companies have struggled to return 

to stages and rehearsal studios. This year's celebration will recognise the extraordinary resilience of 

this art form in the face of those challenges, showcasing the breadth of talent performing, 

choreographing, and working on productions today. 

 



The 2021 edition of #WorldBalletDay is set to be the biggest ever. In collaboration with TikTok, and 
with streams across YouTube and Facebook, this year’s viewership is expected to exceed the 
previous record set in 2019, when #WorldBalletDay content was viewed over 300 million times. 
 
 
Kevin O’Hare, Director of The Royal Ballet, comments: 
 
‘This year’s celebration of our cherished art form will be more important and meaningful than ever, 
as friends and colleagues around the world return to the stage and the studio, many still with great 
difficulty.  I hope World Ballet Day continues to provide dancers and ballet lovers across the globe 
with a sense of solidarity – and at the same time introduces a new generation to the beauty and 
inspiration of ballet that have sustained and nourished our audience members over the past 18 
months.’ 
 
A full line-up of participating companies and their respective streaming schedules will be made 
available via www.worldballetday.com in late September. 

 
ENDS 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  

Further information about World Ballet Day can be found at: www.worldballetday.com 

 

Image credits, from left to right:  

• Sarah Lamb in rehearsal for Alice's Adventures in Wonderland ©2011 ROH. Photograph by 

Johan Persson 

• World Ballet Day 2020, Bolshoi Ballet. Photograph by Nicolai Sergeev 

• Isobelle Dashwood, The Australian Ballet, World Ballet Day 2019. Photograph by Kate Longley 

 

Please find more images here: https://we.tl/t-VDyoPUZM3w 
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Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-

class performances, and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the 

Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers 

with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and 

creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The 

Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by 

Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the 

compelling new canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne 

McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary 

programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla 

Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Schecter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the 

Company.  
 

About the Bolshoi Ballet 

One of the oldest and largest ballet companies in the world, the Bolshoi Ballet combines great 

classical tradition with a fresh approach to the art form. The Bolshoi is renowned for its unique style, 

characterized by true virtuosity and incredible stage presence, and it celebrates an illustrious history, 

featuring dance legends such as Galina Ulanova, Vladimir Vassiliev, Maya Plisetskaya, Ekaterina 

Maximova and many others. The Bolshoi Ballet was the first company to stage Tchaikovsky’s Swan 

Lake and Minkus’s Don Quixote. The company’s current repertory includes ballet classic such as 

Sleeping Beauty, La Bayadère, The Nutcracker and Yuri Grigorovitch’s Spartacus; the company also 

constantly expands its repertory, working with choreographers such as Alexei Ratmansky, Yuri 

Possokhov, Pierre Lacotte, Jean-Christophe Maillot and John Neumeier.  

Today’s Bolshoi artists – Svetlana Zakharova, Olga Smirnova, Ekaterina Krysanova, Vladislav 

Lantratov, Artem Ovcharenko, Semyon Chudin, Denis Rodkin, and others – are coached by Liudmila 

Semeniaka, Marina Kondratieva, Svetlana Adyrchayeva, Nikolai Fadeechev, Boris Akimov, Alexandr 

Vetrov and others, ensuring that under the leadership of Makhar Vaziev the Bolshoi’s standards are 

held as high as ever.  

 

About The Australian Ballet  

The Australian Ballet is one of the world’s premiere ballet companies and has delivered 

extraordinary performances for more than fifty years. A commitment to artistic excellence, a spirited 

style and a willingness to take risks have defined the company from its earliest days, both on stage 

and off.  

The company regularly represents Australia on the world stage and has performed to critical acclaim 

in 87 cities worldwide - including New York, Shanghai, Tokyo, London and Paris. Caring for tradition 

yet daring to be different, The Australian Ballet performs beloved classical ballets and commissions 

new work annually. The Australian Ballet presents upwards of 250 shows and 1,700 education and 

audience engagement events each year.  

 
In addition to 80 exceptional dancers, The Australian Ballet employs master craftspeople and leaders 

in injury prevention, dance education, marketing and philanthropy, as well as an orchestra of 62 

musicians (Orchestra Victoria).  

 



Moving effortlessly between the great classical ballets and new contemporary commissions, the 

company has a uniquely Australian style, powered by artistry and athleticism. 

 


