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Yorke Dance Project presents Past Present 
Friday 12 – Sunday 14 November, Linbury Theatre 

 
• 20th century classics from Martha Graham and Sir Kenneth MacMillan 

• The world premiere of Sir Robert Cohan’s last work 
• The world premiere of new work by Yolande Yorke-Edgell 

 
Connecting to Cohan, a tribute to Sir Robert Cohan 

Monday 15 November, Linbury Theatre 
 

Past Present, the new programme from Yolande Yorke-Edgell’s Yorke Dance Project, spans 100 
years with dance works by towering figures of 20th century dance – Martha Graham, Kenneth 
MacMillan and Robert Cohan. It includes the premiere of the final work created by Cohan who died 
in January this year at the age of 95.   
 
The evening opens with Yorke-Edgell performing expressionist masterpiece Lamentation, created in 
1930 by Martha Graham with whom Robert Cohan trained and performed. Set to music by 
Hungarian composer Zoltán Kodály, Graham herself performed the work at its premiere in New York 
City that year. The dancer is encased in a tube of purple jersey with the choreography’s powerful 
diagonals and thrilling economy epitomising grief. 
 
Sea of Troubles, Kenneth MacMillan’s rarely-seen 1988 work, broke new ground in its treatment of 
mental distress. Yorke Dance Project revived the piece in 2016 working in close collaboration with 
MacMillan’s widow Deborah MacMillan, who designed the work, Susie Crow, one of the original 
performers, and Jane Elliott, the original Benesh notator. An intimate work for six performers set to 
music by Anton Webern and Bohuslav Martinů, the piece takes as its starting point the death of 
Hamlet’s father.  
 
During the 2020 lockdown, Robert Cohan created his final work Afternoon Conversations with 
Dancers almost entirely over Zoom. Set to music by Nils Frahm and Ólafur Arnolds, these intimate 
choreographed conversations tell personal yet universal stories of isolation, loss and survival with 
Cohan harnessing the power of dance to express the triumph of the human spirit. 
 



The world premiere of a new work made this year by Yolande Yorke-Edgell completes the 
programme. With music by Nathaniel Dett, Yorke-Edgell created the as-yet-untitled work in 
response to the loss of Cohan, her great friend and mentor, and as a celebration of his life.  
 
A special performance on 15 November, Connecting to Cohan, celebrates Cohan’s legacy with guest 
artists performing some of his signature and more recent works - a rare opportunity to see so many 
of his works performed together. The event includes Canciones Del Alma and Communion 
performed by Yorke Dance Project; an extract of Nympheas performed by two guest artists from The 
Royal Ballet; a screening of a film of Cohan creating a solo for Laurel Dalley Smith from the Martha 
Graham Dance Company; and a solo from Afternoon Conversations with Dancers, performed live by 
Royal Ballet soloist Romany Pajdak. A short tribute created by Yolande Yorke-Edgell opens the 
programme. This new work includes a poem written and performed by Cohan’s nephew, writer Roy 
Vestrich, and is set to music composed by Bob Downes, performed live by flautist Rebecca Speller.  
 
 
 

Ends 

Notes to Editors  

Past Present, Linbury Theatre 
The Royal Opera House, Bow Street, London WC2E 9DD 
Friday 12 & Saturday 13 November at 7.45pm 
Sunday 14 November at 3pm 
Tickets £4 – £35  
 
Connecting to Cohan  
Monday 15 November at 7.45pm  
Tickets £7 - £45  
 
Booking – www.roh.org.uk 
 

Production photos can be downloaded here: HERE 

Press contacts:  

Martha Oakes and Sue Lancashire at Martha Oakes PR  
martha@marthaoakespr.co.uk 07798 626555 /  sue@marthaoakespr.co.uk 07973 819984 
 
For the Royal Opera House – Ashley.woodfield@roh.org.uk 07984513676 
 

Yorke Dance at The Barbican 16 – 17 October  
Yorke Dance is also involved in two events at the Barbican’s Martha Graham Weekender.  On 
Saturday 16 October, Yolande Yorke-Edgell will perform Lamentation in the Barbican Art Gallery as 
part of an exhibition celebrating the work of Graham collaborator, the sculptor Noguchi. 
On Sunday 17 October, there will be a world premiere screening of Lockdown Portraits.  The seven 
solos from Afternoon Conversations with Dancers, produced by Yorke Dance Project. This series of 
seven short films was shot by documentary filmmaker David Stewart as Robert Cohan continued to 



choreograph his final work for stage during lockdown. The screening will be followed by a discussion 
with David Stewart and Yolande Yorke-Edgell. Further details at www.barbican.org.uk 
 
Yorke Dance Company: 
Abigal Attard-Montalto, Edd Mitton, Eleanor Ferguson, Freya Jeffs, Jordi Calpe Serrats, Luke Ahmet, 
Nicholas Shikkis Oxana Panchenko, Pierre Tappon and Yolande Yorke-Edgell. 
 

 
 
About Yorke Dance  
Under the artistic direction of Yolande Yorke-Edgell, Yorke Dance Project is a dynamic contemporary 
ballet company rooted in tradition while looking to the future with the continuous creation and 
performance of new works. Formed in Los Angeles in 1998 before relocating to the UK in 2009, the 
company is committed to presenting immaculately re-constructed classics of contemporary dance 
and ballet alongside premieres of new work by both established and emerging choreographers. Each 
production includes outreach activities to engage, inform and inspire the public. 
 
Yolande Yorke-Edgell performed as a dancer with, among others, Extemporary Dance Theatre, 
Rambert, Richard Alston Dance Company and, in the US, Lewitzky Dance Company. In addition, she 
performed in Adam Cooper’s production of Les Liaisons Dangereuses as well as being a guest artist 
for Pacific Dance Ensemble and Pennington Dance Group in the US.As a teacher she was appointed 
Master Teacher with the Lewitzky Dance Company, teaching master classes and residencies. She has 
been a guest teacher for Michael Clark Dance Company, Rambert and Pennington Dance Group and 
is the primary teacher for Yorke Dance Project. For six years, Yolande taught for the Royal Ballet 
School’s White Lodge teaching Graham, Cunningham and Horton Techniques. She has also been a 
guest teacher at London Studio Centre, Millennium School and Rambert School of Ballet and 
Contemporary Dance. Yolande has worked as an Assistant Director for the Los Angeles Opera 
Children’s Opera and in 2001 she co-directed the play Time Out for the New York Fringe Festival. 
Whilst in LA, she also choreographed for commercials and music videos.  
 
Yolande started choreographing as a student at London Studio Centre where she won several 
choreographic awards. She formed Yorke Dance Project in Los Angeles in 1998, presenting her own 
work and current, local artists alongside heritage works. In 2009 she reformed Yorke Dance Project 
in the UK which she continues to direct and choreograph for. Yolande is honoured to work, 
collaborate with and be mentored by Sir Robert Cohan since 2013. In 2015 she co-founded the 
Cohan Collective with Cohan and composer Eleanor Alberga. 
 
Past Present is supported by Arts Council England, Cockayne Grants for the Arts, Black Heart 
Foundation and individual donors.  
 
www.yorkedance.com 

 

 


