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with the Royal Opera House, Tate Modern and Sadler’s Wells 

9 – 23 March 2022 
 
Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels Festival is an exciting new dance event taking place 
throughout March in partnership with the Royal Opera House, Tate Modern and Sadlers Wells, 
showcasing modern and contemporary choreography.  For the first time these three London 
institutions unite to celebrate dance with a series of performances, insights, workshops and 
screenings, creating a new festival for the artform. 
 
Van Cleef and Arpels has been a devotee of dance since its foundation and the Royal Opera House 
has enjoyed a close partnership with the maison since 2006. This new festival continues this 
partnership with work by Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker, Lucinda Childs, Ola Maciejewska and 
Alessandro Sciarroni presented across the stages of the Royal Opera House - the Linbury Theatre, 
Paul Hamlyn Hall and Clore Studio. A film series will also be shown in the Linbury Theatre offering a 
reflection on the history of modern dance and includes work by Merce Cunningham, Anne Teresa 
De Keersmaeker, Giselle Vienne and Christian Rizzo. 
 
Opening the festival in the Linbury Theatre programme Ola Maciejewska presents Bombyx Mori, 
drawing inspiration from Loïe Fuller signature piece the Serpentine Dance. Fuller merged dance with 
special effects to capture the movement of fire, water and other natural elements hiding her body 
under vast sweeps of silk. Regarded as a pioneer, Fuller was the first person to use electric light on 
stage and was a force for innovation in dance. 
 
Anna Teresa De Keersmaeker premiered Fase, Four Movement in 1982, set to music by Steve Reich. 
The work comprises of four repetitive compositions by Reich with both music and dance exploring 
‘phase shifting’ resulting in an ingenious play on changing forms and patterns.  
 
Lucinda Childs passed down three of her iconic solos to her niece Ruth Childs and Ruth has 
continued to breath new life into her aunt’s choreography. This programme which is presented in 
the Paul Hamlyn Hall focusses on the choreographer’s aesthetic transition leading up to the 1979 
creation of her now seminal show, Dance which is also being performed at Sadler’s Wells as part of 
the festival.  
 
Save the last Dance for Me by Alessandro Sciarroni is presented in the Clore Studio. This work is 
based on a Bolognese dance known as Polka Chinata, a courtship dance dating back to the early 20th 
Century.  Originally performed by two men and physically demanding it involves dancers whirling 



around in a crouching position, facing each other with arms interlocked. Whilst in the Linbury 
Sciarroni also presents The Collection danced by Lyon Opera Ballet, inspired by Schuhplattler, a 
traditional Trrolean dance of hitting shoes and legs with your hands. This series of combinations 
tests the dancer’s physical endurance with the piece ending when there is only one dancer left on 
stage or no more audience. 
 
In additional to these performances the festival and Centre national de la dance – CN D (Paris) 
presents a selection of films in the Linbury looking back on the modern history of dance, these films 
will also be available on the Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels and CN D websites.  
 
For details of Dance Reflections Festival by Van Cleef and Arpels visit Homepage | Dance 
Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels (dancereflections-vancleefarpels.com) 
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Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels  
9 – 23 March  
Royal Opera House / Sadler’s Wells / Tate Modern 
 
Booking: 
ROH - Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels Festival (roh.org.uk) 
Sadlers Wells -  Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels Festival - Sadler's Wells (sadlerswells.com) 
Tate Modern -  Set and Reset / Unset – Performance at Tate Modern | Tate 
 

*** 

 
Royal Opera House listings: 
Bombyx Mori, Ola Maciejewska 
11, 12 March 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre 
 
Loïe Fuller:  Research  
13 March, 2pm and 5pm  



 
 
Fase, Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker 
16, 17 March at 7.45pm, Linbury Theatre 
 
Calico Mingling, Katema, Reclining Rondo, Particular Reel - Ruth Childs and Lucinda Childs 
18 March at 1pm and 6pm, Paul Hamlyn Hall 
Post-show talk 2.15pm 
 
The Collection, Alessandro Sciarroni 
19 March 7.45pm, 20 March 4.30pm, Linbury Theatre  
 
Alessandro Sciarroni workshop  
20 March 12pm, Clore Studio  
 
Alessandro Sciarroni 
20 March 3.30pm Save the Last Dance for Me, Clore Studio  
 
 
Film screenings in The Linbury Theatre  
14 March 6pm - Beach Birds for Camera 
Directed by Elliot Caplan, choreography by Mere Cunningham  
14 March 7.45pm - Rosas Danst Rosas. 
Directed by Thierry De May, choreography by Anne Teresa De Keersmaeker 
23 March 6pm - If It Were Love. 
Directed by Patric China, choreography by Gisèle Vienne 
23 March 8.15pm - D’après Une Histoire Vraie 
Choreography by Christian Rizzo 
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About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal Opera House 
brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast events and performances 
that thrill, move, excite and transport people to other worlds. Our theatres are in London’s Covent Garden but 
our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through touring partnerships, cinema 
programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and live-streaming.    

Over the course of the pandemic, the Royal Opera House continued to bring together the world's most 
extraordinary artists, curating the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme made up of nine live-streamed concerts 
(six for opera, two for ballet and two galas) and 38 full-length streamed productions from our archives. This 
programme of full-length content was viewed over 15 million times in 183 countries. In addition, the ROH 
presented a host of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and Netflix, and a 
programme of home learning opportunities. Social media content was viewed almost 1 billion times over the 
course of the pandemic. 

We are thrilled to welcome people back to our Covent Garden home every day from 12pm, showcasing the very 
best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. 

Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign 



Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our stages, 
backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all arts organisations 
across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from Government takes us only part 
of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring our artists back to our stages. 
roh.org.uk/donate 

 


