
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Release 

10 May 2022   

Ballet World Premiere 

The Royal Ballet presents Christopher Wheeldon’s 
latest full-length ballet Like Water for Chocolate 

Thursday 2 – Friday 17 June 2022  
Tickets now on sale  

 
Royal Ballet Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon’s latest full-length work for the 
Company is inspired by Laura Esquivel’s captivating novel Like Water for Chocolate. This 
family saga set in 19th century Mexico follows the central characters of Tita and Pedro and 
their unrequited love for one another.  Emotion and passion run deep, spilling out through 
Tita’s cooking to influence everyone around her in startling and dramatic ways.  
 
Elements of magical realism and the supernatural provide the basis for this new work which 
reunites Wheeldon with the creative team who delivered the critically acclaimed Royal 
Ballet productions Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (2011) and The Winters Tale (2014). 
Wheeldon worked closely with Esquivel to reshape her richly layered story as an 
entertaining and engrossing new ballet with a newly commissioned score by Joby Talbot 
and designs by Bob Crowley. Mexican conductor Alondra de la Parra acts as musical 
consultant for Talbot and the ballet also features Mexican musician Tomás Barreiro on 
guitar. Lighting is by Natasha Katz and video design by Luke Halls. 
 
Christopher Wheeldon is celebrated for his expressive choreography and theatricality and 
has worked extensively with the world’s leading dance companies. In 2014 he directed and 
choregraphed the stage version of the musical An American in Paris and recently directed 
and choreographed MJ The Musical which opened on Broadway earlier this year.  
 
Like Water for Chocolate will be Wheeldon’s third full-length work for the Company and is a 
co-production between The Royal Ballet and American Ballet Theatre. 
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Generous philanthropic support from: 
 
Season Principal Mrs Aline Foriel-Destezet 
 
Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon generously supported by Kenneth and Susan Green 
 
Generous philanthropic support from 
Julia and Hans Rausing, Mr and Mrs Edward Atkin CBE, Charles Holloway, Sir Lloyd and Lady 
Dorfman, Richard and Delia Baker, Sue Butcher, Lindsay and Sarah Tomlinson, Susan and 
John Burns, David Fransen, Victoria Robey OBE, the Like Water for Chocolate Syndicate, the 
Royal Opera House Endowment Fund, the American Friends of Covent Garden and an 
anonymous donor. 
 
A co-production between The Royal Ballet and American Ballet Theatre 
 
 

Notes to Editors  
 
Images can be downloaded HERE 
 
 
Like Water for Chocolate, The Royal Ballet  
2 – 17 June 2022 
The Royal Opera House, WC2E 9DD 
 
Times  
2 June at 7pm 
4 June at 1pm  
4,6,8,9,11,15,17 June at 7.30pm  
 
Tickets on sale now from £5 - £115 
www.roh.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Creative Team 
 
Inspired by the book Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel 
 
Choreography  Christopher Wheeldon 
Music   Joby Talbot 
Design   Bob Crowley 
Lighting design  Natasha Katz 
Video designer Luke Halls 
Music consultant  Alondra de la Parra 
 
All performances conducted by Alondra de la Parra with orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House. 
 
 
Casting  
 
2,4,9 and 17 June: 
Tita:    Francesca Hayward 
Pedro:    Marcelino Sambé 
Mama Elena:   Laura Morera 
Dr John Brown:  Matthew Ball 
 
4,8 and 15 June: 
Tita:    Yasmine Naghdi 
Pedro:    Cesar Corrales 
Mama Elena:   Fumi Kaneko 
Dr John Brown:  William Bracewell 

 
 

6 and 11 June  
Tita:   Akane Takada 
Pedro:    Alexander Campbell 
Mama Elena:   Melissa Hamilton 
Dr John Brown:  Reece Clarke 
 
 
For more images, interviews and further information, please contact  
Head of Royal Ballet Press 
Ashley.Woodfield@roh.org.uk  
Tel 07984513676 
 
#OurHouseToYourHouse  
Follow the Royal Opera House on social media:  
• Facebook • Twitter • YouTube • Instagram  



 
 

 
About The Royal Ballet    
Under the directorship of Kevin O’Hare, The Royal Ballet unites tradition and innovation in world-
class performances and is a driving force in the development of ballet as an art form. Based at the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, it brings together today’s most dynamic and versatile dancers 
with a world-class orchestra and leading choreographers, composers, conductors, directors and 
creative teams to share awe-inspiring theatrical experiences with diverse audiences worldwide. The 
Company’s extensive repertory embraces 19th-century classics, the singular legacy of works by 
Founder Choreographer Frederick Ashton and Principal Choreographer Kenneth MacMillan, the 
compelling new canon of work by choreographers today including Resident Choreographer Wayne 
McGregor and Artistic Associate Christopher Wheeldon, and the bold and complementary 
programming in the Linbury Theatre.  Guest choreographers Cathy Marston, Crystal Pite, Twyla 
Tharp, Pam Tanowitz, Hofesh Shechter and Sid Larbi Cherkaoui have also created work for the 
Company.  
  
 
About the Royal Opera House   
Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the Royal 
Opera House brings together the world’s most extraordinary artists in live, streamed and broadcast 
events and performances that thrill, move and excite; that transport people to other worlds. Our 
theatres are in London’s Covent Garden but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and 
globally through touring partnerships, cinema programmes, free outdoor screenings, radio, TV and 
live-streaming.     
  
Since closing our doors due to the global pandemic in March 2020, the Royal Opera House continued 
to bring together the world's most extraordinary artists and curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse 
programme, made up of nine live concerts (six for opera, two for ballet and two galas), 38 streamed 
productions and a suite of online content that has been viewed over 15 million times in 183 
countries, together with a suite of cultural highlights in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts and 
Netflix and a host of online home learning opportunities wherever you are in the country.    
We are hugely excited to welcome people back to our theatres as soon as possible, showcasing the 
very best of our art forms and bringing the joy of live performance back to our audiences. We would 
like to thank everyone who continues to support our creative community as we get closer to re-
opening our doors once again.   
  
Royal Opera House Recovery Campaign   
Live performance is a shared experience, and our audiences are at the heart of what we do on our 
stages, backstage, online, in cinemas and in our communities. The global pandemic has affected all 
arts organisations across the world. We have lost £3 in every £5 of our income, and our loan from 
Government takes us only part of the way. We need your help with our Recovery Campaign to bring 
our artists back to our stages. roh.org.uk/donate  
 
 


