
                                                                                  

    

Press Release   

Monday 23 May 2022  

The Royal Ballet leap into Doncaster, 

celebrating the Royal Opera House’s epic multi-year 

partnership with Doncaster Council and Cast 

Friday 23 – Saturday 24 September 2022 

 

• Two days of celebratory performances by Doncaster children 

and The Royal Ballet 

• More information on the Cast website  

 

 

Vadim Muntagirov as the Knave of Hearts and Francesca Hayward as Alice in Alice's Adventures in Wonderland © ROH. 

Photographer Bill Cooper, 2014 

https://castindoncaster.com/for-artists/partnerships/the-royal-opera-house/


 

The Royal Opera House and Cast are incredibly proud to announce two landmark performances 

in Doncaster, starring dancers of The Royal Ballet and involving over 300 children from schools 

across the borough.  

The performances will take place on Friday 23 and Saturday 24 September 2022.The first – a 

special Gala at Cast – will feature a selection of classic and contemporary choreography, led by 

Director of The Royal Ballet, Kevin O’Hare, and performed by The Royal Ballet’s roster of 

internationally-acclaimed dancers. It will be the Company’s first performance on Cast’s Main 

Stage.  

This will be followed, on Saturday 24 September 2022, by a mass performance in Sir Nigel 

Gresley Square outside the theatre. Inspired by Alice’s Adventures Underground and led by 

five dancers of The Royal Ballet, the performance will star more than 300 children from schools 

all over Doncaster and will be free to watch.   

Fashion students from Doncaster College have been involved in the project, entering a 

competition to design The Mad Hatter’s hat. The winner’s design will be created by the Royal 

Opera House’s costume department and worn by the character during Saturday’s performance. 

The programme is part of the Royal Opera House’s ongoing, ambitious partnership with Cast and 

Doncaster Council, supported by Doncaster Creates, which was set up to improve access to arts 

provision and advocate for the role that the arts play in improving the lives of young people. The 

partnership commenced in September 2019 and, following a year of postponements due to 

COVID-19, was recently extended into 2023. Its aim is to reach most schools in the borough by 

next July, and create invaluable opportunities across Doncaster to develop young talent through 

dance, music and theatre craft.  

Deborah Rees, Director of Cast, said: 

‘This partnership marks a shared ambition for culture in Doncaster. Positive outcomes for local 

young people remain our greatest challenge as a town and our most exciting opportunity to inspire 

a generation. To be able to share this once-in-a-lifetime performance with the people of 

Doncaster, particularly those young people who have been taking part, will be a very special 

moment for Cast.’ 

Kevin O’Hare, Royal Ballet Director, said: 



‘We are delighted to be taking our hugely successful partnership with Doncaster to the next level 

this year. After the trials of the pandemic, it feels great to plan for in-person performances in 

Doncaster once again, and the whole Company is excited to bring the best of The Royal Ballet to 

Cast.’ 

Jillian Barker, Director of Learning and Participation at the Royal Opera House, said:  

‘It’s wonderful to see our partnership with Doncaster go from strength to strength and witness the 

transformative power of dance and ballet in action. I’m proud that we are on track to reach most 

schools in Doncaster before next Summer, and in particular to see so many enthusiastic children 

and young people thrive and enjoy all that the performing arts have to offer.’ 

Ros Jones, Mayor of Doncaster, said: 

‘We are delighted to welcome The Royal Ballet to Doncaster and this will be a wonderful 

opportunity for our residents, and particularly our young people, to have the chance to see this 

world-famous ballet company right here on our doorstep. We, along with our partners, are 

determined to raise our cultural offer across the borough and we are setting the bar high with 

these very special events.’ 

Tickets will go on priority sale on Tuesday 24 May 2022 at 9am to Cast and Royal Opera House 

members, and on general sale on Friday 27 May 2022 at 9am. There will also be 50 tickets 

reserved for Doncaster residents at a reduced £10 rate on Friday evening. 

This programme is supported by Doncaster Creates.  
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Ashley Woodfield: Ashley.Woodfield@roh.org.uk | Head of Ballet Press, Royal Opera House 

Natalie Brown: nat@castindoncaster.com | Marketing Officer, Cast 
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DONCASTER PERFORMANCES 

Friday 23 – Saturday 24 September 2022 

 

Tickets:  

Priority sale: 9am, Tuesday 24 May 2022 (Cast and Royal Opera House members) 

General sale: 9am, Friday 27 May 2022 

 

For more information, visit the Cast website 

*** 

About Cast 

Cast in Doncaster welcomes over 100,000 audience members every year and runs a vibrant 

participation programme, engaging with people of all ages from communities across Doncaster. 

It also supports and commissions work with exciting local artists. Still young and nifty, it has 

established itself as a distinctive arts centre, locally, regionally, nationally and internationally.  

The 620 theatre presents a wide-ranging programme throughout the year, including music, dance, 

children’s shows, comedy and drama.  As well as the main auditorium, the second space can 

accommodate up to 200 people and features the very best of small-scale touring shows. There is 

also an increasingly ambitious programme of outdoor work taking place within the town centre, 

from large scale spectacles with Global Streets, to rooted audience development through the pop-

up Roundabout theatre in partnership with Paines Plough. 

Through Cast’s creative partnerships with theatres and artists across the region and country they 

offer the very best in performing arts, with long-term programmes of engagement and 

performances from world-renowned companies such as the National Theatre and The Royal 

Opera House, taking place alongside the newest and freshest work from early-career artists. 

Cast strives to be an inclusive organisation, open and welcoming to everyone. 

castindoncaster.com @castindoncaster 

About the Royal Opera House 

Home to The Royal Ballet, The Royal Opera and the Orchestra of the Royal Opera House, the 

Royal Opera House brings together world-class performers and trailblazing creative teams to 

share unforgettable performances with audiences near and far. Our theatres are in London’s 

Covent Garden, but our work is accessed and experienced across the UK and globally through 

our streams, tours, cinema programme, radio broadcasts and TV output.     

mailto:Ashley.Woodfield@roh.org.uk
mailto:nat@castindoncaster.com
https://castindoncaster.com/for-artists/partnerships/the-royal-opera-house/
https://castindoncaster.com/


Over the course of the pandemic, we curated the #OurHouseToYourHouse programme - nine 

live-streamed concerts and 38 productions from our archives. Content was viewed over 15 million 

times in 183 countries, and broadcast in partnership with the BBC, Sky Arts, Marquee TV and 

Netflix. During the pandemic we lost £3 in every £5 of our income and we continue to feel the 

financial impact as we slowly recover.  

In September 2021, we returned for our first full Season since 2019, presenting a packed 
programme of world premieres, landmark new productions and returning favourites. Since then, 
we have expanded our audience through a flagship Young ROH scheme, returned to live cinema, 
and extended our national impact through an ambitious curriculum-linked programme for schools, 
specially designed to ignite creativity, broaden participation and diversify the future of opera and 
ballet. We are committed to reducing our impact on the environment, and aim to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2035. 

About Learning and Participation 

The Royal Opera House’s dedicated Learning and Participation programme covers the length 
and breadth of the country, playing a vital role in building and diversifying the future of ballet and 
opera. The programme aims to inspire creativity and widen access to our art forms, offering a 
curriculum-linked national schools’ programme; a suite of activities for families and individuals in 
and around our iconic Covent Garden home; and a number of events and performances specially 
designed to broaden participation, nurture young talent and, more recently, thank the NHS for the 
work its dedicated staff are continuing to do in response to the pandemic.   

 

 

 


